
5.MD Breaking Apart Composite
Solids

Task

Students will need two different color markers or crayons to complete this task.

John was finding the volume of this figure. He decided to break it apart into two
separate rectangular prisms. John found the volume of the solid below using this
expression: (4 x 4 x 1) + (2 x 4 x 2).

Decompose the figure into two rectangular prisms and shade them in different colors
to show one way John might have thought about it.

Phillis also broke this solid into two rectangular prisms, but she did it differently than
John.  She found the volume of the solid below using this expression: (2 x 4 x 3) + (2 x 4
x 1).

Decompose the figure into two rectangular prisms and shade them in different colors
to show one way Phillis might have thought about it.
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